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" the uncommon degree in which Mr. Smith retained
possession even to the close of his life of different
branches of knowledge which he had long ceased to
cultivate,"' and particularly mentioned to his colleague
Dugald Stewart, "the readiness and correctness" of
his memory on philological subjects and his acuteness
in discussing the minutice of Greek grammar.

Dugald Stewart failed to collect any information
about Smith's Oxford days, but a few relics have been
preserved by Lord Brougham in the appendix to the
discursive and rather disappointing essay upon Adam
Smith that appears in his Lives of the Philosophers,
"I have now before me/7 says Brougham, "a number
of Dr. Smith's letters written when at Oxford between
the years 1740 and 1746 to his mother: they are
almost all upon mere family and personal matters;
most of them indeed upon his linen and other such
necessaries, but all show his strong affection for his
parent." The few quotations Brougham gives are
barely worth recording. On November 29, 1743,
Adam Smith writes: "I am just recovered of a violent
fit of laziness, which has confined me to my elbow
chair these three months." Again on July 2, 1744 :
" I am quite inexcusable for not writing to you oftener.
I think of you every day, but always defer writing
till the post is just going, and then sometimes business
or company, but oftener laziness, hinders me." He
speaks of uan inveterate scurvy and shaking of the
head" which have been perfectly cured by tar
water, "a remedy very much in vogue here for all
diseases."

His college contemporaries, says Mr. Eae, " were a
singularly undistinguished body," with the exception